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Medical Cannabis Confusion

Let’s get some clarity about MC



Colorado Medical Cannabis Demographics



THC (tetrahydrocannabinol):
• Psychoactive (the high) with impairing side effects

• Temporarily dulls pain receptors

• Mild to moderate analgesic effect

• Tolerance increases, requiring more

• Becoming more purified →more potent (18-30% in raw plants in CO)

• Disables cannabinoid receptors

THC Alone is NOT Medical Cannabis

You don’t “smoke” medicine!



Why is Cannabis Federal Schedule 1 in the U.S.?

✓ There is a high potential for abuse

✓ Lack of any accepted medical use

✓ No accepted safety standards for use      

under medical supervision

✓ Unable to regulate dosing standards



NO “PRESCRIPTION” FOR MC



CBD (cannabidiol):
• Suppresses the psychoactive effect of THC

• Cannot exist in raw cannabis in equal amounts to THC over 3%

• Pharmaceutical grade CBD has shown promise in clinical trials as an:
• Anti-inflammatory

• Analgesic

• Anti-convulsant

• Anti-psychotic

• Anti-oxidant

• Neuroprotectant

• CBD has been bred out of most modern herbal cannabis

Alice P. Mead; Finding the Medicine in Marijuana; Oct 1, 2015; GW Pharmaceuticals

CBD has Potential for Medical Use



CBD Clarity

• Raw CBD (still raw cannabis) is a Schedule 1 drug

• The ratio of THC and CBD used in pharmaceuticals is 1:1

• Some OTC products contain CBD from hemp 

• The majority of products claiming to contain CBD are fraudulent, containing no 
CBD
• Over 600 samples tested in Colorado

• Most were THC-rich with no CBD

• Those containing CBD had on average 0.1%

Alice P. Mead; Finding the Medicine in Marijuana; Oct 1, 2015; GW Pharmaceuticals
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/legal-pot/legal-weed-surprisingly-strong-dirty-tests-find-n327811



Raw Plant is Not Medicine

Standardization and stabilization of the raw plant 
material is extremely difficult



GW Pharmaceuticals, Mead, 2012; Finding the Medicine in Marijuana
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GW Pharmaceuticals, Mead, 2012; Finding the Medicine in Marijuana



RESEARCH 
THWARTED … BY 

WHOM?



THC
(Tetrahydrocannabinol)

CBD
(Cannabidiol)

Sativex, Epidiolex, Dronabinol

CBD Clarity



THC + CBD
Artisanal Products

CBD
Pharmaceuticals

CBD Clarity



Marketed as Medicine Pharmaceutical

Photo: GW Pharmaceuticals



What About Efficacy?

www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/marijuana-what-parents-need-to-
know/medical-marijuana/medica-marijuana-and-epilepsy/

http://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/marijuana-what-parents-need-to-know/medical-marijuana/medica-marijuana-and-epilepsy/


What About Efficacy?

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-cbd-craze-is-getting-out-of-
hand-the-fda-needs-to-act/2019/07/30/94c8024c-b211-11e9-8f6c-
7828e68cb15f_story.html?fbclid=IwAR1zxbUgp3mYYkJpFwS1I-

HFcthmtBTulUu-9z1tKt_oQYE4dD_AgWbJRao

Former Food & Drug 
Administrator, Scott Gottlieb, 

Speaks Out

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-cbd-craze-is-getting-out-of-hand-the-fda-needs-to-act/2019/07/30/94c8024c-b211-11e9-8f6c-7828e68cb15f_story.html?fbclid=IwAR1zxbUgp3mYYkJpFwS1I-HFcthmtBTulUu-9z1tKt_oQYE4dD_AgWbJRao


“CBD” Products are Everywhere

Photo: Blitzed Vapor CBD Infused Coffee



“Gas & Grass” Station



What about medical 
use of other illicit 
drugs or alcohol?

• There is a movement for decrim of 
heroin & psilocybin as “medicine”

• How do you make allowance for 
some illicit drugs and not others?

• We’ve been down this path 
historically … why are we repeating 
history?

• Legislating “medicine” is a bad idea

Snake Oil?



WHAT’S REALLY GOING ON HERE?



“BIG MARIJUANA” Strategy

GOAL: Normalise the use of marijuana nationally 



How Is It Working?

Normalise the use of marijuana nationally 



“But it’s just a plant…”

(80 to 90% THC) Concentrates

“Shatter”

Butane Hash Oil 

(BHO)

“Budder”

“Green 

Crack” 

Wax

“Ear Wax”

Hash Oil 

Capsules
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